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made them our own ? They would say, "What shall we do with
khadi when we are treated as untouchables?" And unless they
co-operate, you cannot achieve the full khadi programme. And
so also for the Hindu-Muslim question. The two things hang
together. You can thus see that spinning alone does lead to swa-
raj.

But I want to take you a little deeper. Do you know the Gov-
ernment have their hands on every string of the violin except the
one which is in my hand? That is non-violence. You can win
swaraj only with non-violence and never with violence. If you
are convinced of that, you will not take time to be convinced
that by spinning alone can you win swaraj. For, non-violence
in action can be achieved by nothing but a successful working
out of a peaceful programme of the universalization of the spin-
ning-wheel. How will you solve the Hindu-Muslim question but
by getting the Hindu to work in the cause of khadi for the Mus-
salman, and vice versa? And in order that you get the Mussalman
and the Hindu and the untouchable to work together, you have to
plod away in faith and confidence in yourselves. Take first the
smoothest channels, leave the difficult ones alone. These are
the maharajas, nawabs, etc. Let us fill the land with a net-work
of expert carders and spinners and make the spinning-wheel the
centre of the whole programme. Don't say the atmosphere is
spoiled. Let there be dissensions. You will spin in spite of them.
And you will see that all about you would be spinning like you
one day. If you are clean, all about you are bound to be clean
one day. Shall I say good-bye to brahmacharya, truth and ahimsa,
because the opposite is going on all around me? No, I must work
away in the faith that my method is right even though I may
be the sole representative of it.

"And how will the spinners bring swaraj?" you ask. I say,
nothing will need to be done after you have universalized the
spinning-wheel. You will have acquired a power and a strength
which everybody will automatically recognize.

But possibly the struggle before us may be long. There is
no shorter cut. I can make the Congress hum with a thousand
genuine workers. A million non-spinners whose sole business is
to give four annas each will be worse than an encumbrance. I have
faith in God and in the fact that the few shall act, when the time
comes.
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